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Official	Reports

President’s Report
By Diana Billheimer

Kansas Flying Farmer

Welcome September and 
October!  I am hoping for 
cooler weather for sure.  
We’ve seen snow on the peaks 
in the mountains, but when 
the temperatures get back up 
to 90, it sure doesn’t last long.  
I can see Pikes Peak from my 
house, which is well over a 
hundred miles, but you can 
sure tell the difference when 
the snow is on it.  Since my last 
article, we have had a total of 
5.85 inches of rain, with the 
largest amount being 2.72 
inches on August 8.  We had 
water running everywhere.  
It washed out the roads in a 
couple of places and we had 
water in low spots in fields 
that we haven’t seen for 
years.  Also at night, I don’t 
know where the toads hide 
out but they were sure singing 
for several nights.  It has been 
a true blessing receiving over 
5 inches of rain in 2 months.

A big thank you to Clement for 
setting up the zoom meeting 
on August 7.  There was 25 
of us on and so nice to see 
everyone.  I was late, as I 
had gone out to mow, and 

my mind was in Iowa with 
my mom, and I came into 
the house and my phone was 
going off reminding about the 
meeting and then Clement 
called.  I felt so bad and 
apologized to everyone.  We 
all had a nice visit and Jim 
gave us some of the things he 
is working on for the next IFF 
Convention.  I will let Jim give 
out the information on it as he 
gets it nailed down.  We sure 
hope everyone will mark their 
calendars so we can have a 
great turnout.

We sure don’t need snow here 
on the plains as the millet has 
filled.  The milo is filling, and 
we started planting wheat on 
the 30th of August.  I even got 
to crawl back into a tractor for 
the first time all year to plant 
wheat.  I am in the Cat 55 
and pulling the no till drill.  We 
have 7000 acres of wheat to 

plant this fall, so even though 
I have the smallest air seeder 
and tractor, I figure every little 
bit I get done is that much 
less the guys must do.  One 
of our big 85’s broke a major 

This is 320 acres of milo - very green 
and	filling

This	field	of	milo	has	a	few	tips	trying	
to turn colors and my house is in the 
background over a mile away

Love this picture of Shelby, Quinn and 
Ethan	out	 in	 the	millet	field.	 	 Shelby	
was showing them what to look for to 
see	if	it	had	filled	and	ready	to	swath	
down to dry.



September/October 2022                   The International Flying Farmer              5

Official	Reportspart that makes the track 
work, and it was supposed to 
be shipped on the 30th, but 
when Shelby checked with the 
company in California, that is 
the only place that had one, 
it was at the train station to 
head this way September 1st.  
It was supposed to come by 
freight truck into Colorado 
Springs, but something got 
changed and so now we must 
wait till it gets to the Springs 
to go pick it up. Getting parts 
for anything is a nightmare 
these days.  The millet is 
being swathed down and as 
soon as we get done planting, 
we’ll get into the combines 
and start picking it up.  We are 
back to just the 4 of us since 
school has started back up, 
and we sure feel lost without 
all the extra help.  We have 
decided we need a full time 
hired hand, so everyone is not 
stretched so thin.  So, I guess 
that will be one of the projects 
for this winter to see if we can 
find a person that will fit into 
our operation.

I am looking at the IFF 
Calendar of Events and see 
the next thing coming up is 
the Saskatchewan Convention 
in Watrous, SK.  I would 
love to go and if there is any 
way possible I will, but I am 
sure we will be harvesting 
something in October whether 
it is milo or corn.  Fall is always 
an extremely busy time it 
seems.  Really from the middle 
of August till Thanksgiving can 

be non-stop around the farm.

We also have grandsons 
playing football, so some days 
we’ll shut down early so we 
can go watch them.  Ethan, 
who is in 6th grade, is playing 
Junior High, which is his first 
year of tackle football.  He 
wasn’t sure about it all when 
the temperatures were 90 
degrees and wearing full pads 
at practice, but after the first 
game, he seems to think it is 
all worth it.  Quinn who is in 
4th, has been practicing with 
the 5/6 grades also tackle, as 
there aren’t enough boys in 
those two grades, so several 
4th graders are learning the 
ropes also.  We don’t know 
if Quinn will have a flag 
football team yet.  Milo who 
is in 2nd grade, has started 
practicing for his flag football 
team already. Most of the 
flag football games are on 
Saturday mornings, so that is 
a nice break. 

I mentioned my mom earlier. 
My siblings and I made the 
decision to admit my mom 
to hospice as she has been 
struggling to breathe and 
she was needing more help 
than the assisted could give 
her.  We do not have to 
move her, she can stay in 
her apartment, which is a big 
relief for her.  She does not 
do well with change.  She is 
now on oxygen full time, and 

she seems to think it helps 
her some.  The hospice nurse 
comes in 3 times a week as 
well as an aide to give her 
more help with things she can 
no longer do.  Mom’s heart 
valve is shutting down, and 
she cannot have open heart 
surgery because of other 
complications she has.  She 
understands all this, but it 
doesn’t make it any easier for 
her or us kids.  I do call her 
almost every day and I can 
sure tell the difference from 
the day-to-day visits. 

Please let Pat know if there 
is anything planned for any 
of the chapters or regions, 
even if it is a one day get 
together, as you never know 
who might show up at your 
events.  I hope we have more 
conventions to go to after the 
new year so we can all sit and 
visit again.

Enjoy the end of summer and 
embrace the beauty of the fall 
colors around you.  

(2 more photos on the next 
page)  
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These	are	the	3	planters	sitting	in	my	driveway	ready	to	go	to	the	next	fields.

Ethan wanted me to see how large the millet heads are.  It’s hard to get him to 
smile, unless it has to do with farming.
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Pilot in Command
By Colene Sager

Washington Flying Farmer

Art and I recently traveled in 
our Mooney M20J to a small 
airport south of Portland, 
Oregon. I was the Pilot in 
Command for this trip. We 
had our twenty two year old 
granddaughter with us. The 
reason for this trip was our 
great granddaughter’s first 
birthday party. The weather 
was perfect, and it was an 
uneventful flight - or was it!

I have been reminiscing a lot 
since that trip. How did I get 
from that first flight lesson in 
June 2013 in a Cessna 152 to 
flying a retractable complex 
plane with two passengers in 
June 2022? True, one of my 
passengers was Art who is 
very capable of taking over 
or advising me should I need 
it. The answer to the question 
“how did I get here” is just 
little by little with a whole 

lot of determination. The 
learning did not stop when 
I received my private pilot 
certificate on April 15, 2015. 

The first summer I went 
back to the flight school 
and rented that 152. I took 
passengers up. But I knew to 
fully accomplish what I had 
started was to accomplish the 
Mooney. So I had Art explain 
a lot to me. I had handled the 
Mooney at altitude even before 
taking lessons in the 152 but 
landing was another thing. 
Everything happened so fast 
on final approach! So I went 
back to my instructor and we 
worked on landings and a few 
other things and I received 
my complex endorsement. 
We then let the insurance 
company know about pilot #2 
and paid twice the premium. 
To this day, I still have not 

taken the Mooney up without 
Art. It is enough to know that 
I can fly that plane.

The trip in June 2022 was 
planned, filed, requested flight 
following and flown by me. I 
checked weather and filed a 
flight plan using software on 
my iPad called Foreflight. I 
called Chinook Approach to 
get my transponder code for 
flight following. The flight path 
goes to the edge of Portland 
International Airspace and 
as expected, you get calls 
from Portland Approach to 
change directions or look for 
planes. Our GPS guided me 
to the small airport hid in a 
metropolitan area. Little by 
little I have learned. Have I 
arrived? I would never say 
that! 
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Flying Farmers Lend a Helping Hand

By Marilyn Bruinsma
Photos by Jane Farrell
Ontario Flying Farmers

On Saturday, July 16, 2022, 
the Ontario Flying Farmers 
(OFF) held their monthly 
meeting at Burt and Maria 
Hodgin’s hangar at Hanover’s 
Saugeen Municipal Airport. 

The members hosted the 
deputy chief of the Hanover 
F i re Department,  Cra ig 
McArthur, local Salvation Army 
Major, Wendy Crabb, and 
United Way Bruce Grey Board 
Chair, David Myette, who is also 
a Saugeen Shores Councillor. 
All of these individuals and 
their organizations were 
involved in the horrendous 

fire in downtown Hanover 
in May. The burned building 
was a former hotel which had 
been renovated into housing 
units for local members and 
families. At street level were 
a pawn shop, a consignment 
store and a sports business.  
Within 6 days of the disaster 
10 th Avenue was open to 
the public and traffic. An 
outstanding community effort!

Deputy Chief Craig told the 
audience that it was on 
Thursday just before the long 
May 24th weekend that the 
fire department received the 
call at 2:30 am. Roused from 
a sound sleep to the fire hall 
and dressed in their gear, the 
unit arrived on site in seven 
short minutes after the alarm 
was received. Of course, fire 
fighters are used to screaming 
alarms that force them to bolt 
out of bed at whatever hour 
of crisis. Modern aviation 
technology of drones assisted 
the first responders with hot 
spots and trouble areas within 
the burning building. The 
best news of all was there 
no loss of life considering it 
is a transient population. The 

Deputy said there was help 
from community organizations 
almost immediately to assist 
the fire victims with whatever 
each one required.

Major Wendy Crabb was our 
next presenter who told us 
that a crisis centre was set 
up at Grace United Church 
where Victim Services, EMS, 
United Way, Mental Health 
Services, Salvation Army, 
and an animal rescue shelter 
were stationed to find out 
the needs of the displaced 
individuals and provide each 
with their requests.  By the 
next day everybody was given 
temporary housing and their 
basic needs of clothing and 
hygiene products. The crisis 
centre was moved to the 
Salvation Army headquarters 

President Jim Farrell presented a 
cheque from the Ontario Flying Farmers 
to	the	fire	department
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people with further items of 
need. 
       
Dave Myette, Chairman of 
the United Way Bruce Grey 
spoke last. He said that his 
organization established a 

disaster relief fund to support 
the displaced victims. The 
generosity of the community 
was overwhelming, and they 
received more than enough. 
A special fund was set up 

so that in the future, should 
there be a similar disaster, this 
money will be immediately 
available for them. President 
Jim presented another cheque 
to Dave who said it will be 
used for upcoming fall and 
winter expenses for these fire 
victims.

Maria Hodgins and Marilyn 
B r u i n s m a  p r e s e n t e d 
Dave,Wendy and Craig with 
many backpacks filled with 
toys, books, blankets or quilts 
for young children, some 
accident or fire victims, and 
some less fortunate children 
who need a special backpack.
      

        

 After a delicious potluck 
lunch, the Deputy Chief, 
the Major and the Saugeen 

President Jim Farrell presented a 
cheque from the Ontario Flying Farmers 
to the Salvation Army

Maria Hodgins presented Wendy with 
several quilts that members and friends 
had sewn to be exclusively donated to 
the	Hanover	fire	victims

Shores Councillor packed 
the quilts and backpacks in 
their vehicles to be taken to 
headquarters for distribution. 
What an inspiring day for the 
Ontario Flying Farmers not 
only to learn what impact 
this fire had on Hanover but 
also the fact that we could 
provide needed items to the 
community helpers whom 
all of us rely on for our own 
safety.

L to R:  Wendy Crabb, Marilyn Bruisma, Dave Myette, Deputy Chief Craig and 
Maria	Hodgins	with	filled	backpacks
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Deadsticking it With Meyer the  Flyer

Special Feature

By Jim Meyer
IllinoisFlying Farmer

 

About my third flying lesson at 
the Bloomington, IL Airport, 
the instructor asked, “Where 
would you land if the engine 
quit?”  I gave the same answer 
that I gave to the question he 
asked after my first lesson, 
“Where is the airport?” “I 
don’t know; let’s look around.”  
For the past 62 years I have 
done a lot of looking around 
for a safe place to land if I 
needed to. Occasionally, I will 
cut the power and glide down 
to check out my decision.  
Instructors so often do it 
during a biennial flight review.  
I’ve flown in the Rockies 
dozens of times.  I was always 
“looking around” for any flat 
area, open road, trail, or even 
a lake.  At times, I actually 
plan the flight to follow a 
highway.  That was especially 
true west of Denver where the 
Monarch Pass is at 11,312 feet 
and there are peaks above 
15,000 feet in the area.  Yet, 
I have not had an actual 
deadstick landing.

Recently, I decided to switch 
back to mogas (i.e., non-
alcohol auto fuel) to get rid 

of the lead.  I had used it in 
my Skylane for over 30 years.  
My Jabiru airplane, Miss Quito, 
is approved to mogas.  Many 
airports no longer supply 
mogas.  I can buy it locally in 
six-gallon cans each of which 
gives me an hour of flying.  In 
mid-June, we planned to fly 
to Ankeny near Des Moines.  
I added a can to the right 
tank which would give me a 
generous reserve on arrival.  
I climbed off the ladder to 
set the can down.  However, 
I didn’t climb back up to put 
the cap on after I checked the 
fuel level.  Oh, oh!

We departed for IKV.  I was 
using fuel from both wing 
tanks.  After an hour, I noticed 
that the right tank still showed 
13 gallons just like after I had 
refueled.  I ran on just the right 
tank for 5 minutes to confirm 
that fuel was flowing from it.  
About 30 minutes short of my 
ETA the engine quit.  I did my 
restart procedure.  It failed to 
start.  I then began “looking 
around” in earnest.  I found 
a field of short soybeans and 
made an uneventful landing.  
The vacuum about the right 

wing had sucked the tank 
dry.  Eventually, with the help 
of friendly people, I got a can 
of avgas from the Grinnell 
Airport and flew to Grinnell to 
top off the left tank.  The trip 
to IKV went well.

The next morning, I only had 
the left tank filled since no 
gas cap was available for the 
right tank. Eighteen gallons 
was plenty for the trip home, 
especially with a nice tailwind.  
Shortly after we crossed 
over the Mississippi River, 
Michele suggested that in 
consideration of the previous 
day’s experience she would 
feel better if we stopped 
and checked the fuel supply.  
That was OK with me and 
we could stop at Monmouth 
which was only 5 minutes 
away.  Within two minutes the 
engine sputtered, coughed, 
and quit.  I was “looking 
around” again.  I spotted a 
soybean field with just some 
shrubs in the fencerow to 
clear and several waterways 
that I could avoid.  I slipped it 
in between the rows of 6-inch 
beans.  I found a hog farmer a 
mile away that supplied some 
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to start.  I got out and saw 
gasoline pouring from the 
engine compartment.  I was 
able to get a mechanic to 
check it out.  The fuel stopped 
leaking and the engine ran 
well so I flew it to Galesburg 
for further work if needed.  
Again, it ran well.  There was 
no leak at GBG.  I refueled 
and flew home.  After we got 
to the hangar, we got out only 
to see that it was leaking fuel 
again.

The local A&E mechanic 
checked the carburetor.  
He didn’t see any obvious 
problem.  We did a test flight. 
All was well and no leak as 
we hangared it.  We were 
planning to fly to Paulding, 
OH in two days for a luncheon 
meeting with the Ohio Flying 
Farmers.  The day after that 
we were flying to Tennessee.  
So, the following day, I was 
back at the airport to do a 
confirming test flight.  I gave 
it a good workout followed by 
a touch and go.  As I made 
the go-around and was on 
downwind for landing, the 
engine lost power and quit.  
The approach for runway 18 
passes over 60-foot trees 
along the highway before the 
3000-foot runway. This was 
no time to undershoot the 
approach.  Neither was it good 
to be too cautious and land 
too far down the runway and 
run out of braking distance.  I 
did well.  Luckily, a local pilot 

landed a short time later and 
towed Miss Quito in for me.

I am now waiting for a new 
model carburetor from the 
Jabiru factory in Australia.

The moral of the story:  
practice often – be alert – stay 
calm – have a cool and trusting 
passenger  – remember 
prayers of thanksgiving are 
for everyday use.

Strawberry Cream Cheese Icebox Cake

2 lb. strawberries   2 – 3.4 oz. pkg instant    
2 sleeves graham crackers  cheese-cake flavored
1 – 8oz. pkg cream cheese  pudding
1 – 14oz. can sweetened   3 cups milk
condensed milk   1 – 12 oz. carton whipped
     topping, divided

Wash, cut tops off and slice strawberries ¼ inch thick then set aside.  
Line bottom of 9x13 baking dish with graham crackers and set aside.  
Combine softened cream cheese and sweetened condensed milk 
in large bowl & beat with mixer until smooth and creamy.  Add 
pudding mixes and milk then continue mixing on low for 4-5 minutes 
or until mixture starts to thicken.  Fold in 2 cups whipped topping 
until smooth.  Pour half the cream cheese mixture over graham 
crackers.  Arrange a single layer of strawberry slices over cream 
cheese mixture.  Top with another layer of graham crackers then 
cover with remaining cream cheese mixture, followed by another 
layer of strawberries. Cover and refrigerate for 6-8 hours.  When 
serving, top with remaining whipped topping.  

A doctor was racing toward 
the hospital when a patrol car 
appeared behind him – lights 
flashing, siren blaring.  So the 
doc hung his stethoscope out 
the window to signal that he 
was on an emergency call.

Within seconds came the 
policeman’s response:  A pair 
of handcuffs flapping outside 
the police car window.

Did you hear about the 
actor who fell through the 
floorboards?
He was just going through a 
stage.

Did you hear about the claus-
trophobic astronaut?
He just needed a little space.
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Blessed Outcome From a Farm Accident
By Rhonda Bohrer

Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer

The morning of February 
18, 2022, started out as 
a beautiful sunny day. Of 
course, we never expected a 
near tragedy. Late morning 
my mom called to ask if I 
knew anything about a grain 
bin accident north of Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa.  She had seen 
it on the 11:00 news and was 
trying to figure out where it 
was.  She has lived in the 
area for over 70 years and 
was trying to place the area 
from the news pictures.  Dale 
and I had been doing some 
errands and hadn’t heard 
any news.  Dale decided to 
call my brother Dennis to 
see if he knew anything. His 
reply was “yes, it is Jared” 
(his son) and he was in route 
to the hospital.  We sat with 
our hearts in our throat. My 
mom called again crying and 
said, “It’s Jared”.  I told her 
we had just talked to Dennis, 
and we would call her back. 
We sat for a few moments and 
thought where we should go, 
to Mom’s to sit with her or to 

the hospital.  She said go to 
the hospital. So off we went. 
We arrived and met his wife 
Janet and his mother Shelle.  
We all hugged, and Janet 
said he’s going to be alright 
he had texted her from the 
ambulance.  We sat waiting 
for a short time that felt like 
forever and they called two 
people to go back to him.  
Janet and Shelle went back.  
Dennis was still on the way 
to the hospital with more 
family.  Dennis had tried to 
help, and Travis (Dennis’s 
future son in law) helped with 
the rescue. Dennis brought 
Travis, Heather (his daughter) 
and friend Carl to the hospital. 
Dennis went back to see Jared 
and the next thing we know 
he is walking out ready to go 
home. What an emotional 
day!

Jared gave me permission 
to tell this story. It started 
with setting up an auger to 
load corn into a semi. There 
were four men involved in 

this incident.  Jared was 
looking for the tool to open 
the unloading auger in the bin. 
Thinking it may be inside the 
outer door Jared opened the 
door.  He did not realize the 
bin’s inner door was not shut 
and 50,000 bushels of corn 
came rushing out. The owner 
of the bin, Allen, was helping 
and tried to shut the door. 
Jared was down and Allen was 
trying to divert the corn away 
from him and was buried up 
to his chest. Two other men 
saw what was happening and 
came to assist them. They 
called 911 and there was 
an unbelievable amount of 
response. There were four law 
enforcement departments, 
two ambulance services, 
seven fire departments and 
Lifeguard Air Ambulance on 
the scene. Plus, some public 
works people who came with 
vacuums and end loaders to 
assist with the moving of corn. 
Some of the fire departments 
have panels to push down 
into the corn and form a 
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sort they could get down to 
Jared’s face to give him air. 
They cut holes in the sides of 
the bin to let more corn out 
and relieve some of the force 
of the flowing corn. The call 
to 911 went in about 9:30 am 
and they got the last person, 
Jared, out at 10:59 am. He 
had been buried all that time.

All I can say is Thank You God 
for everything. Jared is doing 
great; no injuries and he is 
talking about his experience. 
He gets a bit emotional but so 
do I. Through this we learn 
how important farm and ranch 
safety is. So, to everyone be 
safe.
Jared wrote a letter for one 
of the fire departments in 
hopes they could get a grant 
for equipment for these kinds 
of rescues. Here’s what he 
wrote:
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2023 IFF CONVENTION
JULY 31-AUGUST 3, 2023
Eureka Springs, Arkansas 

Plan on a great time in the Ozarks in the good old summertime. Begin by flying over or driving 
through the beautiful Ozarks. These mountains (OK; hills) are just delightful to experience 
from the air or on the road; unlike doing it during a February ice storm as some can attest 
to. Be certain to allow extra time to enjoy the trip. 

Your destination is a town without a 
stoplight within 50 miles and only one 
intersection that has a square corner. 
Everything is either uphill; downhill; 
or around the corner from wherever 
you happen to be. Don’t fret though 
as weekday traffic is leisurely and 
courteous. 

This town of under 2500 had 41 places to rest your head at 
night ranging from someone’s spare bedroom to some very 
nice hotels. 

We have chosen the top of the hill in a luxury hotel from the 
‘80’s (that’s the 1880’s). The Crescent Hotel & Spa (est.1886) 
sits on 15 acres of trees and beautiful gardens. There is posh 
spa on the lower floor and stories of ghosts on the top floor. 
Take your pick and show us how you look after you do. The 
Crescent was once famous for its mineral water cures and 
health restoration. In 1937 a cancer cure clinic was started. 
It closed when its owner went to jail for fraud. 
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The Crescent has a free shuttle to its sister hotel; the Park Basin Hotel, which is another hotel 
built in 1905. The Park Basin is also a unique hotel, but we opted not to book because of 
steep sidewalks and no onsite parking. It is in the heart of the historic district and warrants 
visiting that area.

We plan to include two days free riding on the “on and off” trolleys that take you to all the 
important places in town including especially the historic area and the “shops”. We also plan 
on a personal tram tour of the points of interest to visitors that takes 1.5 hours.    

In addition to its beautiful setting Eureka 
Springs is well known for The Great Passion 
Play that has been playing for many years. 
It has 4000 seats on the side of a mountain 
amidst a backdrop of nature. 170 players 
are involved in the presentation. Christ of 
the Ozarks statue can be seen from there.

Pilots flying to convention will have Carroll County airport (4M1) at Berryville to use. It is 8 
miles from Eureka Springs. We saw three courtesy cars there. Commercial flight to Fayetteville 
is the best option. Unfortunately, there is no regular shuttle to Eureka Springs. There is a 
private 14 passenger shuttle that is reasonable if 10 people can arrange to arrive in Fayetteville 
at reasonably close arrival times.

You can extend you trip by attending shows in Branson. A Walmart heir has a fabulous museum 
in Bentonville just north of Fayetteville. Pilots should make a stop at Gaston’s classical airport 
just NE of Eureka Springs.

This is country western territory, so, “ya’ll come”!
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Magma Aviation presented with custom 6,000-piece Lego 
B747F created by Belgian teen

Sixteen-year-old Lego and aviation enthusiast, 
Silas De Kunst from Belgium, was invited to 
Magma Aviation’s head office in Gatwick, UK 
this week to present his recent masterpiece: a 
Magma Aviation B747-400F that he designed 
and built from scratch.
The aircraft, comprising of approximately 
6,000 pieces, measures almost 1 meter 
lengthways and has a wingspan of 84cm.

Silas has enjoyed Lego since he was a young 
child, and it was when he had exhausted 
existing sets that he began exploring the 
possibilities of designing his own builds. He 
explains, “I decided to build a Magma Aviation 
aircraft because it was one of the first Boeing 
747s I ever saw up close. It left an impression 
on me that I couldn’t forget, so I decided to 
make a to-scale model.”

The length of time it takes Silas to design 
and build an aircraft varies depending on the 
model, with this one taking him 6 months 
to complete. However, it can be anywhere 
between 2 months and 2 years.

Silas has a particular fondness for the Boeing 
747 because, ”It is such a recognizable plane 
that really made a difference to the world 
of aviation. It was first built in a time when 
people couldn’t even imagine an aircraft this 
size. It’s a dream of mine that one day I might 
be able to fly on one”.

Silas is delighted to have his model displayed 
in Magma Aviation’s office. He said, “It’s always 
been a dream to have one of my models 

displayed somewhere special. This becoming 
a reality is overwhelming and something I will 
cherish forever. I am really thankful to Magma 
Aviation for putting this visit together for me.”

Conor Brannigan, Magma Aviation CEO, 
comments: “I am incredibly impressed by 
the Magma B747-400F Lego model Silas 
has created. He has invested a lot of time 
and effort, and to see it in the flesh is very 
inspiring. What makes this endeavor even 
more special is the fact Silas chose to create 
the model after seeing one of our aircraft at 
Liège Airport.

I really am delighted we can welcome Silas 
at our head office so that he can make the 
model aircraft a permanent fixture in our 
boardroom. I have no doubt it will be a topic of 
conversation for whoever lays eyes on it, and 
I will be more than happy to tell the inspiring 
story behind it.”

Silas is already working on his next Lego 
project – the Aircraft Beluga. ”This plane has 
an incredible shape to achieve in Lego in a 
realistic way, so by doing this I am improving 
my skills even more and proving that Lego 
doesn’t have a limit.”

Magma Aviation wishes Silas all the best in 
his future Lego and aviation endeavors and is 
honored to have his stunning B747 on display 
in their office. Conor adds, “With his passion, 
I have no doubt Silas will have a bright future 
in aviation if he so chooses that path.”
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Silas De Kunst’s model Silas De Kunst’s B747F model with the blueprint he used 
to design and build it

Conor Brannigan, Magma Aviation CEO, and Silas De Kunst Silas De Kunst with the Magma Aviation team

Silas’	model	next	to	official	model

About Magma Aviation

Magma Aviation was launched in 2010 and 
commercially markets dedicated wide-body 
cargo aircraft capacity, contracted on an ex-
clusive basis from third-party airlines. They 

manage a fleet of Boeing 747-400F aircraft 
and offer a range of regular flying and ad hoc 
capacity to freight forwarders, logistics provid-
ers, and charter brokers.

Magma Aviation is a Chapman Freeborn com-
pany and a family member of Avia Solutions 
Group, a leading global aerospace services 
group with almost 100 offices and production 
stations providing aviation services and solu-
tions worldwide. Avia Solutions Group unites 
a team of more than 7000 professionals, pro-
viding state-of-the-art solutions to the aviation 
industry and beyond.

For more information, please visit www.
magma-aviation.com
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Invasive	Spotted	Lanternfly	Now	in	Northern	Indiana

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — Seen in July in 
Indiana’s Huntington County, the invasive 
spotted lanternfly has officially migrated to 
northern Indiana, just one year after its initial 
sighting in Switzerland County.

Cliff Sadof, professor of entomology and 
Purdue Extension fellow, said this migration 
poses a significant agricultural risk to wine 
grape growers and honeybee and walnut tree 
producers. While the spotted lanternfly feeds 
on over 100 different types of plants, Sadof 
said, the insect can reproduce only when 
feeding on walnut trees, grape vines or tree 
of heaven.

Elizabeth Long, Purdue University assistant 
professor of horticulture crop entomology, 
said one of the best defenses that wine grape 
growers can take against the spotted lanternfly 
is learning to identify the life stages of the 
insect and remaining vigilant inspecting for 

them.

“Several of the insecticides grape growers 
currently use for other insect pests will also 
knock down the spotted lanternfly, so there 
is no need to make additional sprays as a 
preventative at this time,” Long said. “Looking 
to next season, the same strategy is needed. 
Keeping an eye out for spotted lanternfly 
hitchhikers and avoiding moving items that are 
likely to accidentally move insects along are 
key. Spotted lanternfly populations feeding on 
wine grape vines can severely reduce winter 
hardiness or kill the crop all together.
Brock Harpur, Purdue assistant professor of 
entomology, said bee keeping equipment 
can also provide the perfect spot for spotted 
lanternflies to lay eggs, allowing the insect to 
travel around the state.

“It is imperative for beekeepers to keep 
a careful eye out for signs of the spotted 
lanternfly in their area and on their equipment,” 
Harpur said. “Should the spotted lanternfly 
become established in all parts of Indiana, it 
is expected that honeydew, the secretion that 
spotted lanternfly leave behind, will become 
part of our late-summer honey harvest.”

Bees make good use of any honeydew they 
collect, Harpur said, but that isn’t desirable. If 
a colony does collect honeydew, a beekeeper 
may notice the honey has a smokey taste and 
smell and is less sweet than a typical honey. 
The honeydew tainted product has a darker 
brown color and a notable aftertaste.
Though the full-grown adults have beautiful 
coloring and patterns, spotted lanternfly eggs 

Lanternfly
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resemble a splash of mud, making them easy 
to overlook on large vehicles traveling from 
state to state. Homeowners should, therefore, 
also remain vigilant in keeping populations in 
check, Sadof said, as the honeydew secretions 
from the insect are frequently spread across 
homes and structures and are extremely 
difficult to remove when dried.

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
asks all residents to search for and report 
spotted lanternfly sightings. Anyone spotting 
the insect should photograph it and send the 
image and location to DEPP@dnr.in.gov or call 
1-866-No-Exotic.

Writer: Jillian Ellison, 765-494-0948, ellison1@
purdue.edu 
Sources: Cliff Sadof, 765-494-5983, csadof@
purdue.edu
Elizabeth Long, 765-496-1918, long132@purdue.
edu 
Agricultural Communications: 765-494-8415.
Maureen Manier, Department Head, mmanier@
purdue.edu

Graphic	of	Lanternfly	reproductive	cycle

Interesting Airplane Facts

Commercial	jets	are	more	fuel	efficient	
than your car

Michael Sivak of the University of Michigan’s 
Transportation Institute studied fuel economy 
in cars versus airplanes. He discovered that 
most cars use twice the energy needed to fly 
unless the car averages over around 45 miles 
per gallon (MPG). For example, the Boeing 747 
averages about 0.2 MPG, while the average car 
only receives about 25 MPG. When the number 
of passengers is included in figures to determine 
MPG, planes actually get 100 MPG per person.
Your tastebuds are reduced by around 

30%	during	flights
Cabin pressure numbs tastebuds and also dries 
out food. What’s even stranger is only sweet and 
salty flavors are affected, but passengers can 
still taste anything spicy and bitter. This makes 
Bloody Marys a popular choice during flights. 
Wines also taste more acidic for those who like 
to avoid sweet-tasting alcohol.
The	world’s	largest	air	traffic	control	

tower is as tall as a skyscraper
All airplanes need an airfield to land in. This 
requires the assistance of airport beacons 
and runway lights. One of the most important 
aspects of any airfield is the air traffic control 
tower, which manage ground traffic. The New 
Bangkok International Airport in Thailand’s air 
traffic control tower is 434 feet tall, which is the 
equivalent of a 40-story building.
It’s illegal to point a laser pointer at an 

airplane or helicopter
Pointing a laser at an aircraft is a federal crime 
because pointing lasers at aircrafts can actually 
disorient the pilots. In fact, laser light shows 
are actually coordinated with air traffic control 
and the military to make sure they are not 
interrupting flights.
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GENERAL AVIATION MOVES CLOSER TO AN UNLEADED FUTURE
FAA	approves	GAMI	unleaded	avgas	STCs	for	entire	GA	piston	fleet

 

FREDERICK, Md., Sept. 1, 2022—The FAA signed off today on supplemental type certificates 
to allow General Aviation Modifications Inc.’s 100-octane unleaded fuel (G100UL) to be used 
in every general spark-ignition engine and every airframe powered by those engines. The 
move was hailed by the industry as a major step in the transition to an unleaded GA future.

The FAA’s approval of the use of G100UL fuel in all piston aircraft directly addresses the in-
dustry’s long-standing goal of finding solutions that can be used for the entire GA piston fleet.

“I’m proud of GAMI, the industry team, and the FAA for persevering over the long term and 
getting a fuel that the FAA has recognized as a viable alternative to low lead,” AOPA President 
Mark Baker said. “It’s vital that we find solutions to what has been plaguing general aviation 
since the seventies. It’s certainly the biggest issue I have dealt with in my time at AOPA.”

“This is a big deal,” Baker added, “but there is a lot of work yet to be done.”

In 2021 the FAA approved STCs for GAMI covering a smaller number of Cessna 172 engines 
and airframes, and then expanded those STC approved model list (AML) to include essentially 
all lower-compression engines. Though that was seen as an encouraging step forward in the 
years-long path to supply unleaded aviation fuel to the piston aircraft fleet, the STC’s did not 
include aircraft needing the higher-octane fuel that accounts for two-thirds of avgas consump-
tion. Today’s announcement by the FAA addresses the needs of those higher-compression 
engines.

GAMI co-founder George Braly said, “This is a big day for the industry. It means that for a lot 
of our general aviation communities, and especially for a high fraction on the West Coast, relief 
is on the way. And it means that our industry will be able to go into the future and prosper, 
and provide the essential infrastructure for this country for everything from Angel Flights to 
critical training of our future airline pilots.”

Braly thanked the GA community for its support through this long process. “Without it we 
couldn’t have gotten this done,” he said.

GAMI’s Braly has said that Ann Arbor, Michigan-based fuel supplier AvFuel is standing by to 
manage the logistics and distribution of G100UL, and said he is open to partnerships. “Our 
arrangement is that any qualified refiner or blender of existing aviation fuels will be eligible to 
produce and sell it subject to the quality assurance requirements that the FAA has approved,” 
he said.

The timing for when G100UL will reach airports is still uncertain. “It’s going to take a while to 
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manage the infrastructure including manufacturing and distribution,” Braly said. The supply 
chain “is still a very wounded infrastructure and that’s not going to make the process any 
easier, but we have a handle on how to do this, and with the support of the major players I 
think we can do that. It’s going to be limited to begin with, but it can be ramped up rapidly,” 
he said.

Baker said it’s important to get any fuels approved for use to the California market as soon 
as practical, in light of the fact that some municipalities have prematurely banned the sale of 
leaded avgas and threatened a safe and smart transition to unleaded. “It is a politically charged 
issue there, and this will help keep our airports open with fuel that works with all aircraft.”

While the cost of the fuel has not been determined, Braly said the small batch production 
process that will initially earmark the arrival of G100UL at airports means that the fuel will 
cost slightly more than leaded avgas. “Small volume batches cost money,” he said. “Until we 
can get [production] revved up that we’re making millions of gallons at a time, there will be 
an incremental [additional] cost,” he said. 

“It’s not going to be unreasonable,” Braly added. “Pilots in America will not be paying what 
they’re paying for avgas in Europe today.”

 Owners can also expect to see engines that operate more efficiently. “I think the days of 
cleaning spark plugs every 50 hours are going to be behind us for good,” Braly said.

Swift Fuels Inc., an Indiana based company, has received FAA approval for its 94-octane 
unleaded fuel, and has expanded its distribution, particularly to the West Coast. Swift Fuels’ 
94-octane fuel meets some, but not all, of the demand of aircraft with lower-compression 
engines. The company is developing a 100R unleaded fuel with more than 10 percent renew-
able content.

In addition, two fuel candidates are currently in the PAFI testing process.

All fuel manufacturers continue to be encouraged to follow through with their own formula-
tions, Baker said. “We’d like to see several fuels available that all work together and blend 
together. Competition is always a good thing for the markets.”

ABOUT AOPA

Since 1939, AOPA has protected the freedom to fly by creating an environment that gives 
people of all ages the opportunity to enjoy aviation and all it has to offer. AOPA is the world’s 
largest community of pilots, aircraft owners and aviation enthusiasts with representatives based 
in Frederick, Md., Washington, D.C., and seven regions across the United States. The associa-
tion provides member services including advocacy at the federal, state, and local levels, legal 
services, flight training, and safety programs, and award-winning media. AOPA specializes in 
making aviation more accessible to everyone. To learn more, visit www.aopa.org.
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By		Jeff	Thompson
Wisconsin Flying Farmer

‘Round the Regions

Well, here it is the end of 
August. I got an email last 
week from Pat saying she 
needed an article by the end 
of August. I’ve put it off for 
about as long as I can. 

We are picking fall raspberries 
and also open for sunflowers. 
People still enjoy coming 
out and walking through the 
sunflower fields. We’ve had 
two occasions when people 
have brought their horses out 
in the evening just before we 
close to get pictures of their 
horses with the sunflowers. 
We’ve also had numerous 
proposals in the sunflower 
fields, why anyone would 
call us up to ask if they can 
propose to their significant 
other in the sunflower field is 
beyond me. We will open the 
pumpkin field up the middle of 
September. We open up early 
hoping to be picked out of 
pumpkins by Columbus Day. 
Then we have a couple of tile 
projects to do this fall, along 
with a underground main line 
we need to install. We will be 
busy until things freeze up 
around here. 

I f lew the C-182 out to 
Hood River Oregon to go 
Kiteboarding for a couple of 
days the first part of August. 
I took a Kiteboarding friend 
who had never flown in a 
small plane before. It was 
11.5 hrs. out with one stop 
and 8.5 hrs. coming back 
stopping at the same fuel 
stop in Broadus, MT. He really 
enjoyed the flight, had a lot of 
questions and the time flew 
by. Then Marcia & I flew it to 
Toronto for a strawberry tour 
in the middle of the month, we 
flew into Toronto City Airport. 
Our friend Belinda, who Ken 
& Gloria Reed introduced us 
to, picked us up at the airport 
and drove us to her house 
for a wonderful lunch, then 
drove us out to our hotel 
by the international airport 
where we met up with the 
strawberry group. I’m hoping 
to fly to Boone, IA for the 
Farm Progress Show this 
coming week, so the plane is 
getting used. 

I ’ ve  ta lked wi th  G lenn 
Kinneberg, and they finished 
up the remolding project in 
his house, putting a bathroom 
and laundry room on the first 
floor so he won’t need to climb 
the steep stairs to reach the 
2nd floor.

I wish I had some news 
about the flying farmers.  I’m 
sorry to say the Wis Flying 

Farmers have not had any 
get togethers this summer. 
Most of it is my fault. I’m 
finding it really hard to fill Phil 
Peterson’s shoes. 

By  Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer

The Region 9 Flying Farmers 
have met several times since 
I wrote an article for ‘Round 
the Region’. March 18 found 
thirteen members meeting in 
the home of Jerry and Nina 
Richardson in Moses Lake, 
Washington. We hadn’t been 
together since November, so 
there was a lot of “catching 
up” to do. We managed to 
have a business meeting 
before we enjoyed a potluck 
dinner. Audrey Ledgerwood 

Audrey Ledgerwood



September/October 2022                   The International Flying Farmer              23

was  our  spec ia l  gues t 
before her move to Omaha, 
Nebraska to be closer to 
her son and family. She and 
husband John attended many 
IFF Conventions and she 
also served as IFF Region 9 
Director for many years.

May 5, thirteen members met 
in Colfax, Washington and 
toured a historic home built 
in 1886 by the founder of 
Colfax. The two story home 
is filled with period furniture 
and our tour guides presented 
the history of the home and 
early Colfax. They were also 
dressed in period clothes. 
After the tour, we traveled 
about five miles out in the 
country to the home of Barney 
and Gerianne Buckley for a 
meeting and potluck dinner.

June 23, we had 10 members 
travel to the small town of 
Lind where we met at the local 
senior center and enjoyed a 
“home cooked” lovely meal. 
They even gave us a room 

for our meeting prior to lunch. 
After lunch we went to a 
quilt retreat center. There we 
found eight women who were 
each working on their own 
quilt project. We learned that 
they came from far and near, 
one as far away as Texas, 
to spend a few days at this 
quilt center. Ten years ago a 
couple from Seattle bought a 
church on eBay in this little 
town in Eastern Washington. 
They remodeled it to fit their 
need. Now it has sleeping 
arrangements, kitchen, and a 
large work area complete with 
a long arm quilt machine. They 
advertise in quilt newsletters 
and women come to this little 
town and spend four or five 
days quilting, visiting, eating 
and sleeping. It is the full 
DEAL.

The above activities have 
been presented to the group, 
and then planned by the 
member who suggested the 
event, and the end result - 
enjoyed by our flying farmers. 
Members responsible for 
planning March, May and 
June events are: Jerry and 
Nina Richardson, Barney and 
Gerianne Buckley, and Bob 
and Chris Clinesmith. Without 
member involvement like this, 
we would not have places 
to go to make our group 
interesting. 

‘Round the Regions

Perkins House - historic home in Col-
fax, Washington

By  Sylvia Dion
SaskatchewanFlying Farmer

Summer certainly delayed 
its arrival, but we did finally 
welcome warm weather. Rain 
seemed to shy away but we 
were finally blessed with 
much needed showers. The 
crops in this area are quite 
promising. Field peas and 
wheat fields are boasting 
more and more combines, 
grain trucks and impressive 
harvesting paraphernalia. 
Barley, canola and faba beans 
will be ready soon. Gardens 
have abounded as well. Peas, 
beans, cucumbers, zucchini, 
and squash now leave us to 
toil primarily with tomatoes, 
corn, carrots, and beets. 
Must admit saskatoon berries, 
b lueberr ies ,  haskamps, 
raspberries and strawberries 
were abundant this year. 

Here at the apartment building 
for seniors we have benefitted 
from a federal government 
grant to set up a basic video 
studio, with the intent to 
curb isolation of seniors in 
rural Canada. Clément has 
assembled a multiple camera 
set up complete with an 
eight-channel switcher and 
a 32 scene Stream Deck. 
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Please send your requests 
to him in order that the IFF 
membership can virtually 
visit, (That sounds COOL) 
as we will use ZOOM as our 
broadcast medium.

We have rented our land but 
Clément being an experienced 
farmer and Mr. Fix-it finds no 
time to be bored on the farm, 
nor in town for a variety of 
needed requests. He even 
makes time to help with our 
garden.

On August 20th, a touching 
memorial service for Bill Pratt 
was held at the Aviation 
Museum in Edmonton, AB. 
Bill’s wife, Rosella Bjornson 
was most welcoming and 
grateful. Many AFF members 
and friends were able to 
attend including a few from 
SFF. Unfortunately, because of 
COVID complications, Alberta 
had not been able to host 
the 2022 annual convention 
so Flying Farmers were thus 
provided with the opportunity 
to rekindle friendships.

The Saskatchewan Flying 
Farmers wi l l  be hosting 
their annual convention at 
Manitou Springs Mineral Spa 
in Watrous, SK October 20, 
21, 22, 2022. Don’t hesitate 
to call 1(306)946-2233.

‘Round the Regions
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Former IFF Members 

Wilfrid Brandt - Saskatchewan -
4/22/22

Connie Leis - Ohio - 7/17/22

MemorialFarewell My Friends - 
Rabindranath Tagore 

(1861 - 1941)

Farewell My Friends
It was beautiful
As long as it lasted
The journey of my life.
I have no regrets
Whatsoever said
The pain I’ll leave behind.
Those dear hearts
Who love and care...
And the strings pulling
At the heart and soul...
The strong arms
That held me up
When my own strength
Let me down.
Each morsel that I was
Fed with was full of love 
divine. 
At every turning of my life
I came across
Good friends,
Friends who stood by me
Even when the time raced 
me by.
Farewell, farewell
My friends
I smile and
Bid you goodbye.
No, shed no tears
For I need them not
All I need is your smile.
If you feel sad
Do think of me
For that’s what I’ll like.
When you live in the 
hearts
Of those you love
Remember then
You never die.

The Funeral Bell
By Francis Duggan

The funeral bell is ringing a 
reminder of our mortality
Farewelling a deceased soul one 
day ’twill ring for me
Ringing in the stillness of this 
cool Autumn day
Across the rural city in the 
morning damp and gray.

The funeral bell is pealing for one 
a last farewell
And few sounds sadder than the 
slow peals of the loud funeral 
bell
Above the streets and houses it 
echoes to the sky
For one bound for her or his 
last resting place the cemetery 
nearby.

The peewees in the town park 
distinctive in their call
And the magpie on a wattle pipe 
on this cool morning in the Fall
And for one who will not breathe 
again the eulogy is read
And the funeral bell is tolling in 
memory of the dead.

The funeral bell is ringing for one 
a last goodbye
And on the clock of our mortality 
the hours just seem to fly
Respect to the departed is all 
that we can pay
And for each and everyone of us 
a final night and day.



New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents:  Make note 
of the following deadlines for up-
coming issues of the International 
Flying Farmer magazine.
 Issue   Deadline
 January/February Jan. 1
 March/April  Mar. 1
 May/June  May 1
 July/August  July 1
 September/October Sept. 1
 November/December Nov. 1

Please remember 
to notify the IFF 
Office when you 
change addresses 
for the winter and 
again when you 
return home

IFF does not ac-
cept credit cards

When submitting 
an article for the 
magazine, please 
remember that if 
that article has 
been published 
in another publi-
cation (including 
chapter newslet-
ters) WRITTEN 
P E R M I S S I O N 
FROM THE AU-
THOR OF THE AR-
TICLE AND THE 
PUBLICATION is 
necessary in or-
der for the article 
to be reprinted in 
our magazine

Please inform the 

IFF office when a 

member or former 

member of your 

chapter  passes 

away



NOTICES

IFF Memorial Scholarship 
Fund Donations

All contributions are fully 
deductible for IRS tax purposes 
s i n c e  t h e  I F F M e m o r i a l      
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)
(3) charitable institution.  They 
should be sent to:
   IFF Past Presidents
   c/o Zelda Lewis
   21527 Larch Drive
   Plainfield, IL  60544-6345

 IFF Liability Disclaimer 
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility 
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members 
or guests choose to use. Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is 
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers. 

NAME ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ______________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

                  _____________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE_______________________

EMAIL _______________________________________________________________

OCCUPATION _________________________________________________________

AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________________
  Year  Make  Model  N-number

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________

Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.

IFF Member DUES:
$85 per year

Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse 
& all children living at home.

Make checks payable to 
International Flying Farmers

 Mail to:
 INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
 P.O. BOX 309
 Mansfield, IL  61854

Please inform the 
IFF office when a 
member or former 
member of your 
chapter passes away



HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of 
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and 
use of airplanes in agriculture.  The organization, 
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial 
chapters throughout North America.  While 
originally founded by farmers and ranchers who 
owned aircraft, the membership now consists of 
individuals from all walks of life, from storeowners 
and factory workers to bankers and lawyers.  Direct 
involvement in agriculture or aviation is not, in and 
of itself, a requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is:  To create and 
maintain a compact representative and centralized 
organization with a spirit of cooperation and 
mutual helpfulness among its members; to explore 
and emphasize the importance of flying and the 
use of the airplane in agricultural production, 
including the breeding, raising and feeding of 
livestock; and to engage in research and extension 
service, including publishing magazines or other 
periodicals to disseminate among its members 
information pertaining to the purposes of the 
organization.


